The pattern of childhood poisoning in the western Cape.
An analysis of poisoning cases treated at the Red Cross War Memorial Children's Hospital during 1987 and of calls received on the poisons line is presented. Treatment of 1,116 children was undertaken and 922 telephone calls were logged. Of the patients treated, 60% had ingested a drug and 30% had drunk paraffin. The high prevalence of paraffin poisoning in the western Cape is examined. Constant vigilance must be maintained if childhood poisoning is to be prevented.